
What I worry about most is the loss to young people.  If no one speaks out for them, if they don’t speak out for themselves, all 
they’ll get for required reading will be the most bland books available.  And instead of finding the information they need at the 
library, instead of finding the novels that illuminate life, they will find only those materials to which nobody could possibly 
object. —Judy Blume, Places I Never Meant to Be: Original Stories by Censored Writers 
 

 
 

 
 

 
English 10H TASK TWO 

Pre Reading 

 

We’ve read, journaled and discussed our way through Steinbeck’s 
Of Mice and Men.   
 
We’ve also talked about its status as a banned book.  Now we’re 
going to tackle writing about it from that point of view. 
 
 
 Assignment 

 
For your second writing task, Imagine Of Mice and Men has been 
“challenged” right here in Iowa City, and is in danger of being banned 
from English classes at the high school 
 

Your mission: 
1. Identify why the book has been challenged. 
2. Form an opinion about what should be done with the 

book. 
3. Write your opinion into a persuasive letter to the school 

board.  Based on our discussion of rhetoric, you will 
have to determine the best types of appeals and method 
of organization for such a letter.    

 

Deadlines 
 
 

1. Your first proposal is due  no later 
than Thursday October 9. 

2. Remember that you proposal must 
get accepted within three drafts. 

3. Obviously, you may NOT begin 
your paper until your proposal is 
accepted. 

4. You have two days from the time 
you get it back from me to send it 
my way again with substantive 
revisions, not just tinkering.   

5. I expect every paper you hand in to 
me to be the best paper you can do.  
No one should besides the writer 
should ever see a rough draft. 

6. DON’T THROW ANYTHING 
AWAY—STAPLE THE NEW 
ON TOP OF THE OLD. 

Format 

 

• Use standard block-style business letter. 
• Type your letter in Times or Times New Roman, 

size 12 font. 
• If you use Microsoft Word look at your readability 

statistics.  I’m interested to learn the % of passive 
voice—you can type it in the lower right hand 
corner or email it to me.   

  
 

Banned Books 


