
Proposal Guidelines 
This is not a question-answer assignment, but a thoughtful proposal about how you intend to 
make your argument.  However, numbering is often helpful—so go ahead and number!  Just like 
all the stages of your writing process, this should be typed in a size 12 Times or Times New 
Roman font.  
  

1. What is your thesis?  Even if you use an implicit thesis in the actual letter, you need to 
know what your main position on the book will be.  Articulate it in a clear, clean specific 
sentence (or two).  If you cannot do that, you are not ready to submit a proposal.  
Consider an additional prewriting strategies to help: more conversation with a friend 
about the book, a journal entry on the topic, a focused free write, etc. 

 
2. What is the situation? We know the book has been challenged, but this is the imaginative 

part of the assignment where you must get your audience clear in your mind.  Who 
challenged it?  Does the challenge have popular support?  Has there already been a lot of 
dialogue about it in the community or only a little? 

 
3. What are your key arguments or appeals in favor of the book?  Remember to use the 

strategies & appeal types we discussed in class. 
 

4. What do you anticipate are the arguments against the book?  How have these arguments 
appealed to community members?  How do you plan to respond to those in your letter? 

 
5. In general, it’s unhelpful to end with a little moralistic statement.  Generally, it’s best to 

leave your readers with an image.  Have you thought of a closing image that might work?   
 

6. What questions or concerns do you have at this point? 

 
Critical Reflection Guidelines 
Your critical reflection paper should address these questions in a personal essay.  Please do not submit 
this as a “question/answer” assignment; that is not the point.  I want to see you incorporate these elements 
into some reflective personal writing.   
 
Critical reflections should contain specific quotes, examples and ways you responded and thought 
through various problems.  This is not a generic assignment; you need your stack o’ drafts in front of you 
as you work so that you can refer to very particular pieces, moments or changes from draft to draft. 
 

1. The dates you started and finished (your 1st proposal “in” date to your most recent critical 
reflection “writing” date). 

 
2. The number of conferences/conversations/email exchanges you had with me and at what stage in 

the process. 
 
3. What was easy for you?  Some people, for example, had no trouble coming up with a thesis. 
 



4. What was difficult for you?  Some people, for example, really struggled to come up with a thesis 
that contained a “what” and a “so what.” 

 
5. What type of writing were you asked to do? 
 
6. What did you learn about yourself as a writer in this assignment? 
 
7. What attention did you give to the structure of the entire essay?  At what stage of the process?  Be 

specific. 
 
8. What attention did you give to the flow/logical development of the essay?  When? 
 
9. How satisfied are you with your agility with language?  How much did you work on finding the 

right word to communicate your exact meaning?  How much on sentence structure? 
 
10. Consider your level of involvement with the assignment.  If you aren’t interested in what you 

have to say, chances are good that your readers won’t either. 
 
13. How prepared did you feel for the assignment?  Why? 

 
14. How reliant were you on my comments and guidance?  Keep track of this. As we move through 

the year, you’ll want to note your various movements towards independence. 
 
 


