
10 Honors 101: The Lab Book 
 
Your Lab book is the cornerstone of our work in English 10 Honors. Every time you have a reading 
assignment, you also have a lab book prompt.  
 
The prompts are designed  

• to nudge you to think about what you’re reading  
• to connect the theory in your critical reading essays to the literature we’re discussing 
• to build skill in supporting your thinking with details from the text 
• to help you prepare for class discussion, so everyone has a “starting place” 

 

Structure 
The lab book is divided into “left side” and “right side” pages. I will model this for you in class, but your 
notebook ends up looking like this: 
 
             LEFT SIDE   RIGHT SIDE 

 
 
Grading 
Your lab book is 20% of your overall grade in English 10H every trimester. 
 

1. In the beginning of the year, and sporadically after that, I will initial your lab book entries for 
participation credit. Around mid-term of first trimester, I will read a few of your entries and give you 
some verbal and/or written feedback on what’s going well and what’s not going well. This is how 
you earn your first trimester grade on your lab book. 
 

2. Then, half way through the year, you will have your first Lab Book interview. This is a 10 minute 
interview with me where you explain your growth as a reader, using your lab book entries as 
evidence. You will get MUCH more detailed instructions and tons of support for the interview later. 
The interview grade is your second trimester grade on your lab book. 

 
3. Then, during the last two weeks of the year, you will have your final Lab Book Interview, using the 

work from the second half of the year. This interview is your third trimester grade on your lab book. 

Carrying the 
English 9 Torch 
 
For those who used annotations 
in English 9, you’ll find the 
thinking in your lab book is 
quite similar; just a LOT more 
in-depth.  There’s more room 
in a notebook than on a post-it! 

 
Date:  Text: 
Prompt: 
 
Initial Thought: 
 
Evidence 

•   
•   
•   
•    

Explanation: 

This page left intentionally blank for 
notes. You will take notes on 
discussion. You will also need some 
note space to prepare for your lab 
book interview. 


