
 
 

 
 

Don’t have a prompt? Try one of these. 
 
1. Times when your reading changes because 

a. You see something you didn’t see before 
b. You recognize a pattern—the images start 

to overlap, gestures or phrases recur, some 
details seem associated with each other. 

c. The story suddenly seems to you to be 
about something different from what you 
thought. 

d. You discover that you were misreading. 
e. The writer introduces a new symbol, idea 

or archetype. 
 

2. Times when you are surprised or puzzled because 
something doesn’t fit or things just don’t make 
sense—pose explicitly a question or problem that 
occurs to you 

 
3. Details that seem important and make you look 

again. 
 
4. Your first impression of the ending—what exactly 

“ended” by the ending the author chose?  What 
does this tell you about what the book was actually 
saying? 

 
5. Focus on style.  Style can include word choice 

(diction), sentence structure and length, figurative 
language and poetic characteristics.  What 
interesting features of style are apparent about this 
work?  Does it/do they help to convey the content 
or does it hinder the communication of the 
message?  Is it an appealing style?  Does it remind 
you of another writer?  How would you change the 
style if you were this writer’s editor? 

 
6. Take a closer look at the beginnings and endings of 

chapters, sections, or the book itself.  What 
attention has the writer paid to these sections of the 
text?  Are there patterns or formulas he follows?  
Are there microcosms s/he creates for the reader? 

 
7. Point of view becomes extremely critical in some 

works because the author chooses it to filter what 
the reader can and should know about the story.  
What is the point of view and how does it work 
less or more effectively than other texts?  

 
 

 
You become a great reader the same way you get to the 
Olympics:  
 

PRACTICE. 
 
It’s the law of 10,000 hours.  And this lab book is your 
place to start logging those hours.   
 

 

 
Can you talk more about the lab book 
interview, please?  
You can see a rubric for the 1st Trimester Lab book Review 
as well as a rubric for the 2nd and 3rd Trimester Interviews 
attached to this packet. 
 
For your interviews, you will receive a specific list of 
questions, samples, and guidelines well in advance. These 
are also available on the blog under “Quick Docs” for you 
to peruse. 
 
In general, you’ll prepare for your interviews by  

• Reviewing your lab books. 
• Selecting 3 critical reading skills you’ve grown in 

as a reader. 
• Flagging or marking significant entries to read 

aloud to me when I ask you for evidence. 
• Articulating connections that summarize and 

interpret your work. These connections should 
show me what sense you make of your own 
growth.  
 

Our focus is not some “ideal” reading but your own real 
process of becoming a critical reader.  The interview will 
allow us to zero in quickly on the major successes you’ve 
had as well as the problems. 
 
 

 
 
If you cannot demonstrate a consistent work ethic with 
your lab book— 
 
-Consistent Entries (usually initialed) 
-Full answers in thoughtful sentences  
-Integrated class notes and left side reflection  
 
—then do not expect a grade above a C-. 


