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3 Methods of Including Quotes 
 

Method 1: Attributions & Paraphrase 
An attribution & paraphrase is when you do what the author does—you tell your reader who is saying it 
and include a dialogue tag like says (or screams or explains, etc.), but then explain the actions in your 
own words.  This is probably the most straightforward method of including quotes in your writing for 
English classes, but also the most boring and least satisfying. 
 
Example 
Early in the story, Connie argues with her father about whether or not she will take her  
 

grandmother to church.   When she refuses and reaches for the car keys, her dad says no  
 

and takes away the keys (109).  Their conversation implies an argument, and her father’s  
 

power play drives their conflict forward even  further because he does it before he verbally  
 

disagrees with Connie. 
 
Method 2: Block quotations 
Block quotations are when you use four or more lines from a passage and you introduce it with a colon.  
This is very difficult to do correctly, though it can be helpful, especially for longer passages. 
 
Example 
Early in the story, Connie argues with her father about whether or not she will take her  
 

grandmother to church:  
 

 “No way,” I say. 
 I go for the car keys on the kitchen table: he usually leaves them there for me on Friday 
and Saturday nights.  He beats me to them. 
 “No way,” he says, pocketing them and grinning at me (108-109). 
 

Their conversation implies an argument, and her father’s power play drives the conflict forward  
 

even further because he does it before he verbally disagrees with Connie. 
 
Method 3: Snippets 
Snippets are when you chop up the passage into little pieces and then weave those little pieces into your 
own sentence so that the words read seamlessly. This method is perhaps the most practical method of 
including quotes. 
 
Example 
Early in the story, Connie tells her father there is “no way” she is going to take her grandmother  
 

to church until her dad, “pocketing” the keys and “grinning” at her, insists there is “no way” she  
 

will get to drive the car unless she does (108-109). Their conversation implies an argument, and  
 

her father’s  power play drives the conflict forward even further because he does it before he  
 

verbally disagrees with Connie. 

 


