
10H Task 2 Proposal Help SHEET 
1. For #3 on your proposal: 

a. If you are writing in SUPPORT of the book staying in schools:  you need 3-4 reasons 
why kids SHOULD read the book. 

b. If you are writing to OPPOSE the book staying in schools: you need 3-4 reasons why 
kids should NOT read the book. 

 
2. For #4 on the proposal: 

a. If you are writing in SUPPORT of the book staying in schools: you need 2-3 reasons your 
opponents have challenged it and a specific counter argument to each one. 

b. If you are writing to OPPOSE the book staying in schools: you need 2-3 reasons your 
opponents disagree with you, and a specific counter argument to each one.  

 
3. Note you need to get  your lines of argument as clear as possible.  There are an infinite number of 

possible arguments against a book, but essentially only five in favor of it: 
 

a. Literary arguments—the novel’s language, structure, etc. is particularly brilliant & 
unique b/c...  (THIS STRAND SHOULD BE IN EVERY PAPER) 

b. Personal experience arguments—I read it and my grandma did too 
c. Historical perspective arguments—the novel gives readers an inside glimpse into history 

(note that I will only allow this argument for OMM.  It’s not the case with TKAM or 
LOTF) 

d. Educational arguments—the novel is particularly well suited to teach x, y, or z.  Note that 
your ethos on this is very low since you are students.  You’re much better off converting 
this into a personal experience argument. 

e. Moral lessons arguments—the novel teaches love, friendship, compassion, etc. 
 

Except for the literary argument, each of these strands of argument count as only one claim—in 
other words, the novel teaches love, friendship and compassion = one claim not three. 

 
4. Be careful of the logical fallacies in your counterarguments.  For some reason, this is the place 

they tend to crop up the most.  For example, 
 
They Say Your Counterarguments Logical fallacy What you COULD say 
__________ has 
inappropriate themes, 
sexual overtones and 
racist behaviors 

I think the students are all 
mature enough to handle these 
areas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students already see/hear these 
things all over TV, movies and 
commercials and in the 
lunchroom at school 

--Begging the question 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
--Hasty generalization (who 
says?) 
--Red herring (what does this 
have to do with reading a 
book in school?) 

Yes, ______ does have sexual overtones and 
racist behavior.  However, when we read the book 
in my class, we handled these areas with 
sensitivity and maturity.    Perhaps rather than 
removing the book from the curriculum, we could 
give instructors guidelines on effective ways to 
handle these issues when a particular class is 
having trouble with the content. 
 
 
Yes, _____ does have sexual overtones and racist 
behaviors in it.  However, it is vital that we give 
students an opportunity to read class texts with 
these types of behaviors and overtones because 
then students are able to talk about it with 
guidance from their instructor. Then, when they 
encounter similar types of behaviors and 
overtones in more popular media or in the 
lunchroom at school, they have the language and 
sophistication they need to address them with 
maturity. 

 


