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ASSIGNMENT 
 

For this writing task, I would like you to use your imagination (a little).  Imagine that one of 
the books you’ve read in your CHS career (To Kill a Mockingbird,  Lord of the Flies, Of 
Mice and Men or Looking for Alaska) has been “challenged” right here in Iowa City. 
 
Your Mission: 

1. Identify why the book has been challenged. 
2. Form an opinion about what should be done with the book in our school context. 
3. Write your opinion into a persuasive letter to the school board.  Based on our 

discussion of rhetoric, you will need to determine the best structure for a letter of 
this nature. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Deadlines 
 

1. Your first proposal is due no  
 
later than ___________. 

 
2. Last call for this assignment is 

 
____________. 

 
3. You have a maximum of 7 days 

from the time you get any draft 
back from me to send it my way 
again.  But if you do not submit 
drafts more frequently, you will 
not be able to finish in time. 
 

4. Use the formatting guidelines 
from the yellow Style Guide. 

 
5. You must submit drafts 

electronically: 
a. Each paper saved as a different –

and correct--file name. 
b. This second time around, 

technology will have no 
responsibility for your meeting or 
not meeting due dates. 

 

What’s a challenge? 

 

From the ALA  
A challenge is an attempt to remove or restrict materials, 
based upon the objections of a person or group. Challenges 
do not simply involve a person expressing a point of view; 
rather, they are an attempt to remove material from the 
curriculum or library, thereby restricting the access of 
others. 
 
Here in the ICCSD  
Any group of organized citizens, members or stakeholders 
can organize a challenge to curricular material.  When this 
happens, the parents must follow a series of steps with the 
curriculum coordinator, and the text is sent to the Materials 
Reconsideration Committee.  There are parents, students, 
teachers and administrators on this committee.   
 
Your letters should be addressed to this committee OR 
to the School Board, depending on which you think would 
be the most effective place to send your concerns.  The 
address is 1725 North Dodge Street, Iowa City IA 52245. 

  
 
 

Banned Books
s 

 
 

DON’T THROW ANYTHING AWAY 
MAKE A COPY, and give it a NEW FILE NAME each time! 
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Proposal Guidelines 
This is a question-answer assignment about how you intend to make your argument. Just like all 
the stages of your writing process, this should be typed in a size 12 Times or Times New Roman 
font. 
 

1. What is your position (thesis)? A strong thesis includes a what and a so what—for 
example, “Where the Sidewalk Ends contributes monumentally to children’s enjoyment 
and understanding of poetry, so  it should remain in our library despite parent protests.”  
 
In the actual letter, your thesis will probably be IMPLICIT (that is you may not actually 
write out your thesis statement in the letter). Regardless, you need to know what your 
main position on the book will be and why.  This part of the proposal asks you to 
articulate it in a clear, clean specific sentence (or two). If you cannot do that, you are not 
ready to submit a proposal. 
 

2. What is the situation? We know the book has been challenged in the ICCSD, but this is 
the imaginative part of the assignment where you must get your audience clear in your 
mind. Who challenged it? What specifically does this person/group want?  Does the 
challenge have popular support? Has there already been a lot of dialogue about it in the 
community or only a little?  How has the dialogue happened? You are a student, but what 
is your relationship to the situation?  A student connected to which parents?  Which 
teachers?  What position? 

 
3. What are your key arguments or appeals in favor of the book? Remember to use the 

strategies & appeal types we discussed in class. 
 

4.  What arguments is “the other side” making? How have these arguments appealed to 
community members? How do you plan to respond to those in your letter? 

 
5. First Say: What questions or concerns do you have at this point?  
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Critical Reflection Guidelines 
This is a personal narrative, so written in the personal register—can you use “I?”  OF COURSE!  I do prefer if you say “Mrs. B” 
rather than “you,” though, if you’re talking about me in your reflection. 
 
This paper should function as a log of your own learning.  Research tells us that learners have increased ability to retain what 
they’ve learned when they can describe that learning.  Research also says that this increase is nearly DOUBLED when 
applied to the process of learning to write.1  This reflection is your chance to gain that increase.  
 

1. Write a paragraph addressing the administration of this task.  This will include things like: (1)the dates you started 
and finished (your first  proposal “in” date to your most recent critical reflection “writing” date).  (2) The number of 
conferences/conversations/email exchanges you had with me and at what stage in the process you had them. (3) How 
reliant you were on instructor comments and guidance (make sure to keep mental tabs on this.  Keep track of this. As we 
move through the year, you’ll want to note your various movements towards independence). 
 

2. Write a paragraph explaining the type of writing were you asked to do.  Then discuss: Was this your first 
experience with this type of writing?  What were some skills you learned that go along with this type of writing?  Be 
specific here.  For example, if you learned about including smaller snippets of quotes into a sentence, then say that and 
include an example of your before and after. 

 
3. Write a paragraph that describes how you handled structure (which paragraph goes where and why) and logical 

development (making connections between paragraphs, sentences, ideas).  In your paragraph, reflect on WHEN in the 
process you thought about these issues, and how the structure changed over time.  Again, be very specific.  Give 
examples of befores/durings/afters and discuss why those revisions were an improvement. 

 
4. Write a paragraph in which you address your agility with language. In other words, how much did you work on 

finding the right word to communicate your exact meaning? How much on sentence structure?  Give examples, 
including revisions.  Discuss why you made the revisions you did & why those revisions were or were not successful.  
Make sure to talk about whether or not you were satisfied with your work on this. 

 
5. Write a paragraph analyzing what was easy for you and why?  Some people, for example, had no trouble coming up 

with a thesis.  Again, be specific.  If coming up with a thesis was easy, you might explain that you used the same thesis 
from your first proposal up through your last draft. 

 
6. Write a paragraph analyzing what was difficult for you and why? Some people, for example, really struggled with 

the “so what” in their thesis statements.  Again be specific.  If you did struggle with the so-what, then actually show a 
before, another before and an after.  Then explain WHY the end product was better than the “befores.” 

 
7. Write a paragraph that explains: 

a. What you feel most proud of in your writing process for this task and why.    
b. If there is anything from this writing task that you look back on with regret or embarrassment and why.  

 
8. Based on #s 4-7, as well as your own overall impressions, write a paragraph explaining you learned about yourself 

as a writer in this assignment?  Think about your writing style, the time it takes you, environmental factors that help 
you write, the types of feedback that were helpful, and how well you did on various phases (some people have no 
problem coming up with ideas in proposal phase, but have a lot of trouble actually communicating those ideas in 
drafting—and other people have all the struggle in the proposal phase, while the actual writing seems easy). Include a 
description of your own involvement in the writing.  How did your level of involvement and effort impact your 
work?  Did you see progress in your writing over time?  How so?  Give examples.  And, how prepared did you feel for 
the assignment? Why?  If you felt unprepared, what would have helped you to feel more prepared? 

 
9. Highlight every comment on the rubric that you think applies to your work on this writing task, and if you think 

it’s helpful, write some margin comments about why you highlighted the comments that you did.  Please submit the 
highlighted rubric with your critical reflection.   

 

                                                
1 See, for example Elbow, P. (2000) A Community of Writers or Murray, D. (1989) Expecting the Unexpected or Swartzendruber-Putnam, D. (2000). “Written 
reflection: Creating better thinkers, better writers.” 
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Sample Calendars 
These are NOT DUE DATES, but reflect two different scenarios of students turning in papers and finishing the task 
in time.  I want to try and help you see the way you can make this work for you. 
 
Scenario 1 
In this scenario, the student wrote at a slightly more leisurely pace—s/he took a full week on the first draft of the 
paper. 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
30 
 

1 
Task Assigned 

2 
Submit Prop1 

3   
 

4 
Prop1 Back 

5  
 

6 

7  
Submit Prop2 

8  9 10 
Prop2 Accepted 

11 12 13 

14 15 16 
Submit Paper 1 

17 
 

18 
Paper 1 Back 

19 
 

20 

21 22 
Submit Paper 2 

23 24 
Paper 2 Back 

25 26 27 
Submit Paper 3 

28 29 30 
Paper 3 Accepted 

31 1 2 
Submit CR1 

3 

4 5 6 
CR1 Back 

7 
Submit CR2 

8 
CR2 Accepted 

9 DEADLINE 
Submit Rubric 

10 

 

 
 
Scenario 2 
In this scenario, the student turned papers around as quickly as possible, and managed to finish the task a week-and-
a-half ahead of the deadline. 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
30 
 

1 
Task Assigned 

2 
Submit Prop1 

3   
 

4 
Prop1 Back 

5  
Submit Prop 2 

6 

7  
 

8  
 

9 
Prop 2 Accepted 

10 
 

11 
Submit Paper 1 

12 13 

14 15 
Paper 1 Back 

16 
Submit Paper 2 

17 
 

18 
Paper 2 Back 

19 
Submit Paper 3 

20 

21 22 
Paper 3 Accepted 

23 24 
Submit CR1 

25 26 
CR1 Back 

27 
 

28 29 
Submit CR2 

30 
CR2 Accepted 

31 
Submit Rubric 

1 2 
 

3 

4 5 6 
 

7 8 
 

9 DEADLINE 
 

10 

 

 
 
Return Reminder 
If you hand it in on  You’ll likely get it back on 
Friday    Tuesday 
Saturday, Sunday, Monday Wednesday 
Tuesday    Thursday 
Wednesday   Friday 
 
That will not hold true for papers submitted “after hours” – if your paper comes in after hours, it’s “in date” will be 
the following day. 


