
The First Task 
 
(And yes, I’m stealing the theme for this from my favorite boy-wizard)   
 
For your first task, you will write a character analysis paper. You 
may write about either: 

 One of the characters in “Hills Like White 
Elephants.”   

 A character from a book you read over the summer 
months. 
 

Many of you did an analysis paper last year in English 9.  This process will be quite similar, but 
you’ll have a little less guided instruction than you did as ninth graders, and it will push you to 
think a little more independently as well. 
 
  

Proposal 
Your proposal needs to include these three parts and cannot be longer than one page, typed. 
 

1. What is your thesis? Articulate it in a clear, clean specific sentence (or two).  Remember 
that a thesis needs a “what” and a “so what”—it needs to identify something about the 
character and then tell us why it matters in the broader scheme of the story. 
 
Think about it this way: (a) You pick a character and then SAY something about that 
character.  Jig is passive. Jig is manipulative.  Jig is indecisive. The American is a jerk.  
The American is trying too hard.  (b) Explain why your “something” matters.  Does it 
make us like him more or less? Does it impact the setting? Does it change how we 
understand the ending? 

 
2. What are the major points of your argument?  How do you intend to develop it? What 

evidence will you use?  Please use a table like the sample proposal does (attached). 
 

3. First say: What questions or concerns do you have about your proposal or writing process 
at this point? 

 
 

Essay 
Your essay should contain an engaging introduction that includes your 
thesis, several strong, evidence-based body paragraphs, and a 
conclusion that restates your thesis and main points.  
 
You may not exceed 750 words (approximately three typed pages 
following the Style Guide rules). 
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Task 1 Proposal 1 
 
1. In Hemingway’s “Hills Like White Elephants,” Jig is so passive that the setting of the story 
communicates more about her feelings than she does.  
 
2.  Major Points of Argument 
Main point Evidence from Story How I will use this evidence 
hills = abortion “Quote quote quote quote quote 

quote quote quote quote quote 
quote quote quote quote quote 
quote quote quote” 
 

This point in the discussion 
highlights the possibility of 
terminating the pregnancy connects 
to the barren, lifeless hills.   

valley = baby “Quote quote quote quote quote 
quote quote quote quote quote 
quote quote quote quote quote 
quote quote quote” 
 

This comment from Jig shows that 
she sees the possibility of bringing 
the pregnancy to term, is connected 
to the fertile river valley.   

train station = decision “Quote quote quote quote quote 
quote quote quote quote quote 
quote quote quote quote quote 
quote quote quote” 
 

This description of the train station 
symbolizes a place of indecision 
between the two possibilities. Later, 
this description also hints about the 
result of their decision because the 
man picks “up the two heavy bags” 
and carries them around the station 
to the “other” tracks. 
 

 
3.  I’m really worried that there is too much overlap between my first and second body 
paragraphs—I mean I know that one talks about the barren side of the setting and the other talks 
about the fertile side of the setting but I don’t know if that’s enough of a distinction, since there 
is so little description of each in the story.   
 



What’s a So What?  
 

What 
• Based on WHAT you observe in the text 
• Is debatable (there are at least two possibilities you could argue) 
• Is NOT plot-based 

 
So What 

• Explains WHY the WHAT matters to how we read the story 
• Is not plot based 
• Can exist on lots of different levels, like... 

 Reader response 
 Symbolic/thematic 
 Allegorical 

 
 
A Case Study (A Set of Examples) 
Let’s say someone came up with this WHAT:  

The American in “Hills Like White Elephants” is logical & responsible... 
 
That student has lots of SO WHAT Options. Here’s what I mean: 
 
Type of So 
What 

Explanation For example... 

 
If the student 
wants to do a 
Reader 
Response so 
WHAT 
 

 
S/he needs to explain how the WHAT 
impacts the reader’s experience 

 
...so he’s a sympathetic character. 
 
...so he’s an unsympathetic 
character. 

 
If the student 
wants to do a 
Symbolic or 
thematic SO 
WHAT 

 
S/he needs to explain how the WHAT 
contributes to the author’s message 
OR suggests a symbolic interpretation 

 
...which highlights traditional 
tensions between the sexes. 
 
...which suggests Hemingway 
believes men are more logical and 
responsible than women. 
 

 
If the student 
wants to do an 
Allegorical 
SO WHAT 
 

 
S/he needs to explain how the WHAT 
functions on an abstract symbolic 
level 

 
...which suggests Hemingway is 
arguing for the triumph of emotion 
over logic. 

 


