
Task 3:  
Identifying Pattern  
We’ve spent the last several months reading for pattern. 
We talked about the hero’s journey pattern, and the ways 
that the school story is a type of hero’s journey. We read 
A Separate Peace, Looking for Alaska, and we watched 
Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix. Then we 
talked about tragedy and read Antigone.  Then we talked 
about dystopia with Antigone and your choice novels. 
 
But in this paper, it’s your turn. Think about what you 
like to read in your spare time. Think about a genre 

you’ve read a LOT of—and I don’t mean just one specific author.  
 
Your mission is to identify the patterns common to the genre you most enjoy, and then to write 
an essay that identifies the pattern and illustrates the pattern using specific examples from a 
variety of texts.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
So note that you have a lot of freedom in choosing your genre, but you may NOT choose  

• School stories (been there, done that)  
• Urban fantasy (see sample proposal and paper)  

Also, if you do dystopia or tragedy, you may not use Fahrenheit 451, Antigone, or the short 
stories we’ll read in the unit. 
 

Genre Ideas 
Fantasy. Teen Romance. Horror. 
Supernatural Romance. Historical 

Romance. Tragic Romance. Futuristic 
Science Fiction. Historic Science 

Fiction. Dystopias. Murder Mysteries. 
Coming of age stories.  
A relative dies stories.  

War stories. Coming back from war 
stories. 

Change of clique stories. 
 



Proposal Guidelines  
1. What genre will you write about?  

 
2. Write a Works Cited page (MLA style) of at least 5 different books by at least three different  

authors you have read in this genre. Include it as a separate page to your proposal. On Google 
Docs, you can use INSERT and then PAGE BREAK to create a second page.   
 

3. Name at least three pieces of the pattern that you plan to identify and explain with examples.  
 

4. First say—What are your concerns, questions, thoughts, etc at this point in the process?  

 
Paper Guidelines  

1. This paper should be written in an academic voice: no 1st or 2nd person, grammar, spelling, and 
punctuation are very important, no slang, no contractions, no abbreviations.  

• In writing about literature, this also means that verbs are in the present tense, and the 
author is frequently the subject of the sentence (e.g. the one doing the action—as opposed 
to the writer, the reader or the characters).  

• Please note, however, that writing in an academic voice does not mean losing your voice. 
You should still try to communicate your ideas as clearly and directly as possible.  
 

2. Each time you mention a text in the body of the paper, please cite the author’s last name and 
the year of publication. While this is an APA approach to in-text citations, it is more appropriate 
in this context where you are referring to a whole work rather than a specific passage from the 
text. I realize it’s a bit strange to do everything else in MLA format, but use APA for your in-text 
citations, but stranger things have happened.  
 

3. The paper should be between 500-800 words. Aim for approximately three pages.  
 

4. The paper should use all the visual formatting guidelines from the Style Guide.   
 
 
 
Help for your Works Cited Page 
LastName, FirstName. Title. City, State: Publisher, Year. Medium. 
 
For Example: 
Rowling, J.K. Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone. New York: Scholastic Books, 1997. Print.  
 

• Use MLA format for your Works Cited entries (above).  
• Center and bold the words WORKS CITED at the top of the page.  
• Double-space the whole document, but do not skip an additional line between entries. 
• Use a hanging indent (first line at the margin, all others indented five spaces).  
• Alphabetize your sources by the first word of the Works Cited entry.  
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Task 3 Sample Proposal 
 

1. I will write about urban fantasy.  
 

2. See attached page. I have sixteen books by seven different authors.  
 

3. The main components of urban fantasy are  
a. Ordinary and magical worlds co-exist  
b. Human characters discover the magical world and do one of the following:  

i. Become changed inwardly  
ii. Become magical beings themselves  

iii. Awaken to latent magical abilities/identity they already possessed  
c. The human characters get removed from the human world for training, reprieve  

and/or full immersion into the magical world  
d. There is some kind of explicit method or rule of keeping most humans in the dark  

about the magical world  
i. Political power 

ii. Physical or magical power 
iii. Hide in plain sight 

 
4. I’m concerned about b above, because it might be a really, really long paragraph if I have 

to write about all of those different methods. Is that okay?  
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