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ASSIGNMENT 
 
For this writing task, I would like you to use your imagination (a little).  Imagine that a 
book you’ve read for class has been “challenged” here in Iowa City (that means you need to 
choose To Kill a Mockingbird,  Lord of the Flies, or Of Mice and Men).* 
 
Your Mission: 

1. Identify why the book has been challenged. 
2. Form an opinion about what should be done with the book in our school context. 
3. Write your opinion into a persuasive letter to the school board.  Use our discussion 

of rhetoric to assist you in constructing a persuasive argument. 
 
* You are also welcome to use  
LOOKING FOR ALASKA or A 
SEPARATE PEACE, if you’d like. 
 I know some of you have already 
 read these books and if you feel  
capable of it, go for it! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Deadlines 
 

1. Your first proposal is due no  
later than ___________. 

 
2. Last call for this assignment is 

the last day of the trimester, 
which is ____________. 

 
3. You have a maximum of 7 days 

from the time you get any draft 
back from me to send it my way 
again.  But if you do not submit 
drafts more frequently, you will 
not be able to finish in time. 
Many of you experienced this on 
Task 1. 
 

4. Use the standard MLA 
formatting for your proposal, but 
please use a block-style business 
letter for your letter. A template 
for formatting your letter is on 
the blog under “resources.” 

 
 

What’s a challenge 
 
From the ALA  
A challenge is an attempt to remove or restrict materials, based 
upon the objections of a person or group. Challenges do not 
simply involve a person expressing a point of view; rather, they 
are an attempt to remove material from the curriculum or 
library, thereby restricting the access of others.  
 
A ban happens when a challenge is supported by the governing 
body (see below) and the materials are restricted or removed. 
 
Here in the ICCSD  
Any group of organized citizens, members or stakeholders can 
organize a challenge to curricular material.  When this happens, 
the people involved must follow a series of steps with the 
curriculum coordinator, and the text is sent to the Materials 
Reconsideration Committee.  There are parents, students, 
teachers and administrators on this committee so that the final 
decision is as balanced and fair as it can be. 
 
Therefore, your “letters” should be addressed to Materials 
Reconsideration Committee, 1725 North Dodge Street, Iowa 
City IA 52245. 

  
 
 

Banned Books 

 
 

DON’T THROW ANYTHING AWAY 
MAKE A COPY, and give it a NEW FILE NAME each time! 

 
 



 2 

Proposal Guidelines 
This is a question-answer assignment about how you intend to make your argument. Just like all 
the stages of your writing process, this should be typed in a size 12 Times or Times New Roman 
font. 
 

1. What is your position (thesis)? A strong thesis includes a what and a so what—for 
example, “Where the Sidewalk Ends contributes monumentally to children’s enjoyment 
and understanding of poetry, so ! it should remain in our curriculum despite parent 
protests.”  
 
In the actual letter, your thesis will probably be IMPLICIT (meaning you may not actually 
write out your thesis statement in the letter). Regardless, you need to know what your 
main position on the book will be and why.  This part of the proposal asks you to 
articulate it in a clear, clean specific sentence. 
  

2. What is the situation? This is the imaginative part of the assignment—but it’s critical 
because you must get your audience clear in your mind. Who challenged the book? What 
specifically does this person/group want?  Does the challenge have popular support? Has 
there already been a lot of dialogue about it in the community or only a little?  How has 
the dialogue happened? You are a student, but what is your specific relationship to the 
situation?  A student connected to which parents?  Which teachers?  What position? 

 
3. What are your key arguments to support your position? Remember to use the 

strategies & appeal types we discussed in class. This is for PROACTIVE arguments, not 
responses to the other side.  

 
" If you’re arguing to keep the book in schools # think of this as reasons 

students SHOULD read the book. 
" If you’re arguing to remove the book from schools # think of this as reasons 

students should NOT read the book. 
 

4.  What arguments is “the other side” making? This section of the paper is for 
RESPONSIVE arguments, where you address the concerns your opponents have made 
and show why your opponents’ arguments are not correct. 

 
5. First Say: What questions or concerns do you have at this point?  

 
Letter Guidelines 
Use the block style business letter format, a template for which is under “Resources” on the blog. 
 
Business letters should not exceed two pages, typed. 
 
I strongly suggest using the classical form of persuasive argument; start with an introduction to 
yourself and the situation, make your own proactive argument first, then offer some responsive 
argument to the things your opponents’ are saying, then conclude with a suggestion about 
moving forward.  


