
Strands Of Argument For Task 2  
Often times students get stuck arguing from only one strand—particularly the “moral arguments” strand. 
But to make your argument effective, you need multiple STRANDS of argument, not just multiple 
arguments from the same strand. 
 
Note that everyone should have a literary argument, and at least two other strands. 
 
Strand What it sounds like Notes 
Literary arguments the novel’s language, structure, 

etc. is particularly brilliant & 
unique b/c...   
 

This strand must appear in every 
person’s task in some way 
 
You can see an example of this in 
the Harry Potter letter 

Personal experience arguments I read it and... 
 
I read it and my grandma did too, 
so… 

Watch out for begging the 
question. Just because one reader 
read it and didn’t experience 
negative effects doesn’t mean 
every reader can do the same. 
 

Historical perspective arguments The novel gives readers an inside 
glimpse into history they can’t 
get from a textbook because… 

I will only allow this argument 
for OMM, which was written by 
a journalist in the time period 
about which he was writing.  It’s 
not the case with TKAM, which 
is set in the 1930’s but written in 
the 1960’s or LOTF, written as a 
parable 

Educational arguments The novel is particularly well 
suited to teach x, y, or z. 

Your ethos on this is very low 
since you are students.  You’re 
generally better off converting 
this into a personal experience 
argument with an educational 
spin. 
 
There is also an example of this 
in the Harry Potter letter. 

Values/Moral lessons arguments The novel teaches love, 
friendship, compassion, etc. 

You can see an example of this in 
the Harry Potter letter. 

Access arguments If students can’t read this book at 
school, they will not have other 
viable access points for it 
because… 

You can see an example of this in 
the Harry Potter letter. 

Cultural arguments This particular book is such an 
important part of our cultural 
background and common 
experience in the US that it puts 
students at disadvantage not to 
have studied it in school… 

You can also see this one in the 
Harry Potter letter. 

 


