
 

Annotated Bibliographies:  
Some advice from the Purdue OWL 

 

 

 



Additional Instructions via Mrs. B. 

1. The citation at the top of an entry should include the information, the punctuation, the 
order, and the hanging indent like the one below (hanging indent only applies, if the 
citation spills onto the next line): 
 

 
AuthorLastname, AuthorFirstname. The Complete Title in Italics, Even if It’s Really, 

Really Long. Publisher, Year. 

 
2. The first paragraph of your annotation, which summarizes the book should include 

enough detail that you will remember the character’s names and the main events of the 
story—at a minimum. 
 

3. The second paragraph involves assessing your source. Assessing a fiction book can be 
challenging. My best advice is to focus on what the AUTHOR has done well or not well 
rather than talking about what you liked/hated or who you shipped or any of those other 
things that people talk about on Goodreads or in book clubs. Those opinions are fine, but 
you’re trying to be a fiction-researcher here. 

 
Once you get to your second book in the genre, it’s appropriate for your assessment 
section to include comparative information—what one author does more effectively or 
less effectively than another. 

 
4. Finally, the third paragraph asks you to evaluate how useful the source is for your 

research. That’s tricky, since you don’t know what pattern will end up emerging from the 
books you’ve chosen. Instead, I suggest that you theorize about what TYPE of story the 
author is trying to tell and what type of story ends up being told. Is it a quest story? A 
romance? A mystery? Then explain how you know what the author was aiming for. 

 
 



Sample Annotation (also from Purdue OWL) 

Lamott, Anne. Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on Writing and Life. Anchor Books, 1995.  

 

Lamott’s book offers honest advice on the nature of a writing life, complete with its 

insecurities and failures. Taking a humorous approach to the realities of being a writer, the 

chapters in Lamott’s book are wry and anecdotal and offer advice on everything from plot 

development to jealousy, from perfectionism to struggling with one’s own internal critic. In the 

process, Lamott includes writing exercises designed to be both productive and fun.  

Lamott offers sane advice for those struggling with the anxieties of writing, but her main 

project seems to be offering the reader a reality check regarding writing, publishing, and 

struggling with one’s own imperfect humanity in the process. Rather than a practical handbook 

to producing and/or publishing, this text is indispensable because of its honest perspective, its 

down-to-earth humor, and its encouraging approach.  

Chapters in this text could easily be included in the curriculum for a writing class. 

Several of the chapters in Part 1 address the writing process and would serve to generate 

discussion on students’ own drafting and revising processes. Some of the writing exercises 

would also be appropriate for generating classroom writing exercises. Students should find 

Lamott’s style both engaging and enjoyable.  

 

   
 


