
 
Morpheme 
ab 

Definition 
Removal, off, away from 

Based on the sample 
words in the Cognatarium, 
it’s typically… 

! the main part of the 
sample words (root) 

! appears at the beginning 
of the sample words 
(prefix) 

! appears at the end of the 
sample words (suffix) 

! all of the above 

Sample unknown word from Cognatarium: 
abstemious  
Break it down: 
ab – removal, off away from 
stem – from “temetum” meaning strong drink 
ious – having the quality of, tending to 
In my own words: 
Describes people who tend to stay away from any strong drink 
or rich food   
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