
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
In Class 
We’ve spent the last several months reading for pattern. We talked about the hero’s journey 
pattern as we read A Separate Peace, Looking for Alaska, and we watched Harry Potter and the Order of the 
Phoenix. Then I asked you to invent a “school story” pattern for those texts instead, looking for the 
things they have in common (character, plot, defining elements). 
 
Then we talked about the tragedy pattern and read Antigone. On Friday, I asked you to re-imagine 
Antigone as a dystopia, using the pattern from Read Write Think. 
 
 
Out of Class 
Meanwhile, you’ve been researching a pattern of your own. In August, I asked you to choose a genre 
you’d like to read. You’ve been reading a book each month in that genre, then writing an annotated 
bibliography entry about that book. 
 
 
Now what? 
In this paper, it’s 100% your turn. Your mission is to identify a pattern for the genre you read. You’ll 
write a research paper that identifies the pattern and proves that it is, in fact, a pattern using specific 
examples from the texts you read. 
 
 
Caveats 
So note that you have a lot of freedom in choosing your genre, but you may NOT choose  

• School stories (been there, done that)  
• Urban fantasy (see sample proposal and paper)  
• Also, if you do dystopia, you may not use Fahrenheit 451, Antigone, or the short stories we’ll 

read in the unit.  
 

(How-to, with lots of help, starts on the next page !) 

 (Some) Genre Possibilities 
Fantasy. Teen Romance. Horror. 

Supernatural Romance. Historical Romance. 
Tragic Romance. Futuristic Science Fiction. 

Historic Science Fiction. Dystopias. 
Murder Mysteries. Coming of age stories. 

A relative dies stories. War stories. 
Coming back from war stories. 

Change of clique stories. Mysteries. 
 

Task 4  
Research & 
Synthesis:  
The Pattern Paper 



How Do I Do This? 
Use the four books from your annotated bibliography (and any other FICTION in the genre that 
you would like to add from your own previous reading), you will go through these research steps: 
 

" Think & Brainstorm: what is the pattern? Remember from our work with inventing the 
school story pattern that a literary pattern usually consists of some common character types, 
some common plot elements, and some other defining features. For your paper, at a 
minimum, you must describe the typical protagonist, 3-4 plot elements, and at least one 
unique defining feature. There is a brainstorming sheet below to help. 
 

" The pattern elements you identified become your guiding questions/topics. You’ll go 
back through the books you’ve read (literally or mentally) and take notes on anything from 
any of the books that gives you evidence for your guiding questions If there are any pattern 
elements for which you have  

o NO notes/evidence   
o INCONSISTENT notes/evidence 

You’ll eliminate those elements and try to identify different ones, then take notes 
on those. 
 

" When you KNOW have sufficient notes on all your guiding question/topics, you’re 
ready to submit your proposal (with your notes attached). Specific proposal guidelines are 
included in this packet. 
 

" As always, you will get revision notes from me on your proposal until it is ‘accepted.’ Once 
your proposal is approved, you will build your paper. There are specific paper guidelines included in 
this packet. 



Brainstorming sheet 
Who are my four protagonists and what do they all 
have in common? 
 

What plot/storyline pieces are shared in all four of my 
books? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What other character types appear in all four books 
(if any)? 

What other elements do these books all have in 
common (for example, they all have magic systems, 
they all take place in a big city, they all involve loyal 
pets…)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Proposal Guidelines  
1. Remind me which genre you’re writing about.  

 
2. Identify your pattern.  

a. It must include the typical protagonist 
b. 3-4 plot elements 

i. First plot element 
ii.  Second plot element 
iii.  Third plot element 

c. At least one unique defining feature of the genre. 
 

3. First say—What are your concerns, questions, thoughts, etc at this point in the process?  
 
 
Sample Proposal - Visual 

 
 



Paper Guidelines 
For this paper, students often find it helpful to use these anchors: 
 

o The Introduction – gives an overview of the pattern (sample attached) 
 

o The Body paragraphs – explain some element or sub-element of the pattern from 
your proposal, using specific examples from your notes. Start with a topic sentence 
that clearly identifies which part (or sub-part) of your pattern you will explain in the 
paragraph. Then, your goal is to synthesize the material from your notes into useful 
examples that support your pattern WITHOUT turning your body paragraphs into 
nothing but lists of examples (sample attached) 

 
o The Conclusion – theorizes about why the pattern exists, what it accomplishes for 

the writer, what themes or experiences it touches on, or why readers enjoy reading it. 
 
Please Note 

1. This paper should be written in an academic voice: no 1st or 2nd person, grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation are very important, no slang, no contractions, no abbreviations.  

• In writing about literature, this also means that verbs are in the present tense, and the 
author is frequently the subject of the sentence (e.g. the one doing the action—as 
opposed to the writer, the reader or the characters).  

• Please note, however, that writing in an academic voice does not mean losing your 
voice or giving in to passive voice. You should still try to communicate your 
ideas as clearly and directly as possible.  
 

2. Each time you mention a text in the body of the paper, please cite it using the date of 
publication. This is an APA approach to citations rather than MLA, but is more 
appropriate in this context where you are referring to a whole work rather than a specific 
passage from the text. I realize it’s a bit strange to write an MLA paper and Works Cited 
page, but then to use an APA in-text citation, but stranger things have happened.  
 

3. The paper should be between 800-1000 words. Aim for approximately 3-4 pages. Your 
annotated bibliography must be included, but it does NOT COUNT in these page limits. 

 
4. With the exception of your in-text  citations, the paper should use all MLA formatting 

guidelines.  
 



Annotated Bibliography Reminders 
 
Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. Medium of 

Publication.  
 

• Include your annotated Bibliography at the end of your paper, all in the same document. 
• Check that you used MLA format for your Works Cited entries (above the annotation).  
• Center and bold the words Works Cited at the top of the page.  
• Double-space the whole document, but do not skip an additional line between entries.  
• Use a hanging indent (first line at the margin, all others indented five spaces) for the works 

cited entry itself, but regular indentations for the paragraphs in your annotation.  
• Alphabetize your sources by the first word of the Works Cited entry.  

 



Introduction Practice 
Introduction A Introduction B 
Coming of age stories with a historical setting, 
explore children or teenagers dealing with issues 
that force them to mature.  
 
In these stories, an event occurs or prejudice is 
present in their society, that is relevant to the 
setting, both time and place that forces the main 
character to make opinions about their world 
that may go against the social norm.  
 
The main character almost always has a friend 
that is being negatively affected by this event or 
prejudice and trying to help the friend, puts them 
in a position where they must decide how they 
view the world.  
 
Also, the main character will have a caretaker 
figure that strongly influences them as they 
explore the issues in their society.  

When a coming of age story is set against a 
historical backdrop, the issues of history tend to 
come up in characters' lives.  
 
The issues might show up because of events or 
attitudes from the time period that were unjust.  
 
 
 
 
Usually, the characters have friends who are 
impacted by the injustice, and they stand up for 
those friends.  
 
 
 
 
Often, the characters also have a meaningful 
caretaker figure who helps them stand up for 
what's right.  
 
Ultimately, the characters mature because 
standing up for what's right has changed how 
they see the world around them. 

 
1. Which introduction is stronger? Why? 

 
 
 
 
 

2. Which introduction is easier to understand? Why? 
 



How NOT To List in Body Paragraphs 
 
Underline  = Explanation  
Highlight = Examples 
 

LISTED (no underlines) EXPLAINED (underlines) 

Usually Futuristic Science Fiction books 

contain scientific principles that are new or not 

accepted. For example, in Angel’s Experiment 

the characters are mutated. They are 98 percent 

human and 2 percent avian. In Divergent, the 

idea of mind control exists, for example, when 

they use the machines known as the simulator, 

 to obtain the  truth from people. In catching 

fire, and the hunger games, the advancement of 

science principles in the field of medicine is 

remarkable. They are able to administer 

medicine that is able to increase the healing 

process of an injured being. The same type of 

technology can be observed in Prodigy, when 

Day got injured, they were able to use a 

mechanical leg to replace his bad one. In 

Wrinkle and Time, the author talks about using 

wormholes to travel across the universe to 

another terrestrial planet where they go off to 

save their father. 

 

Usually futuristic Science Fiction books contain 

scientific principles that are new or not accepted. 

Sometimes, these are medical procedures that seem 

impossible.  In Catching Fire (2009), and The Hunger 

Games (2007), the advancement of science 

principles in the field of medicine is remarkable. 

 Other times, the science focuses on new 

machinery. In Divergent (2011), the idea of mind 

control exists, for example, when they use the 

machines known as the simulator,  to obtain the 

 truth from people. However, in some books the 

scientific advancement includes genetic mutations. 

For example, in Angel’s Experiment (2001) the 

characters are mutated. They are 98 percent human 

and 2 percent avian.Regardless of what kind of 

advancement the author describes, the science in 

these books raises ethical or governmental 

questions that create difficulties or tensions for the 

main character, often functioning as a catalyst for 

other events in the book. 

 


